
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish
Worship & Sacraments Commission
Minutes of Meeting January 26, 2021

Note: Meeting held online via Zoom

Members Present Online: Rick Volk (Chair), Yuki Lauber, Paula Fogt, Mary Blake, Michael Truax, Noel Balster, Helen 
Romes, Tim Wiedenmann Lisa Brown, 

Members Absent: , Karen Borgemenke, Sarah Lewis, Ricki Hancart 

Ex Officio Present Online: Fr. Jim Riehle (Pastor),Mary Ella Wielgos (Pastoral Associate), John Stengel (Recording Sec.)

Others Present: Ron Miller, Director of Music Ministry

I. Gather: 7:00 PM
A. Opening Prayer – Rick Volk
B. Ice Breaker: Omitted due to length of the agenda.

II. Business
A. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes from November 24, 2020

i. Minutes approved with no changes.
ii. Public minutes approved with no changes.

B. Pastoral Council Update – Yuki
i. Christmas Masses went well.
ii. Year of St. Joseph is the theme for 2021 from the Vatican.
iii. It is challenging to reconnect parishioners.
iv. Ways to attend Mass - to return in person attendance.
v. Discernment for committees - start February 17-Ash Wednesday; May 23 Pentecost- selection of 

new committee members.
vi. Path Strategic plan - revised
vii. Fr. Jim’s New Year’s Resolution/goal- to get parishioners to Heaven. 

C. Mary Ella – Staff Report
i. New lectionary has been purchased with larger, clearer print.
ii. Holy Water tank/dispenser has been purchased.
iii. New gold Holy Water bucket for sprinkling rite has been purchased.
iv. Altar servers will begin again the weekend of February 6/7.

1. Daily servers began January 27th.
2. Adds more reverence and sacredness to the liturgy.

v. Music Ministry - Ron Miller
1. Choir rehearsals starting up soon with four members to start.
2. Positive feedback on the music during Advent and Christmas.
3. Stanley Wadella Memorial fund for the purchase of a new cantor stand has been 

created.
vi. Lisa Brown mentioned the way St. Susanna is doing exposition and will get more details. 

III. Old Business
A. Follow-up from January 17th Minister Leaders meeting held via Zoom.

i. Mary Ella now has all the MAPS except for one.
ii. The minister leaders meeting is good for WSC members to interact and understand what is going 

on in the various ministries that fall under the WSC.

IV. New Business
A. Discussion on how the WSC members would like to meet in February - Zoom vs in-person.

i. Mike would like to wait until we get closer to the meeting date to decide.
ii. Fr. Jim suggested going ahead and reserving the room and if we don’t use it that is fine.
iii. Mary Ella thinks either a Zoom or in-person meeting - not a blended meeting.
iv. It was decided to wait until later in February to make the decision.

B. WSC Basket for the summer festival?
i. Rick received an email from Mary Lou Honnigford asking if WSC would be interested in donating a 

basket for the summer festival.



ii. Festival is moved to August 14th, the feast of St Maximilian Kolbe
1. It will be a one day event. 
2. Trying to build on what was done last year with the movie night.
3. The one day movie night last year was successful in raising $50,000.

iii. Lisa volunteered to organize a basket. She will come up with a theme and send out an email to 
WSC members.

C. WSC representative needed for the council and commissions discernment committee.
i. WSC will need five new commission members next year. Ricki’s husband has taken a job out of 

town and is stepping down. Four other WSC members terms expire in June.
ii. Rick sent an email to first year WSC members asking them to discern being on the committee.
iii. Not a lot of time involved making phone calls. Most people will let you know right away if they are 

interested.
iv. There were a couple of meetings last year.
v. No plans this year for the discernment “fair”.
vi. Rick asking everyone to consider taking on the role.

D. Advent Evaluations
i. Mary Ella emphasized that she is not looking for personal preferences.
ii. Liturgical Environment

1. Rick loved the musical selection, Jesus Hope of the World, the first week of Advent 
at the 4:30pm Mass.

2. Yuki thought the family lighting of the Advent wreath was great for the kids and a 
nice family event.

3. Sign ups were low for the wreath lighting and ushers often had to find people right 
before the start of Mass.

4. The starkness and bareness of the décor was very obvious the first week of 
Advent.

5. Every week more things were added to the décor leading up to Christmas Not as 
many changes the fourth week.

6. The sashes on the windows were nice.
7. Tim thought the homilies were all excellent and very much focused on the 

readings.
iii. Art and Environment 

1. Christmas was late in the week, so the décor for the fourth Sunday of Advent was 
still Advent.

2. The Christmas trees were not put up until after the Masses on the fourth Sunday of 
Advent.

3. Mary Ella, Colleen Dill, Katie Keenan and their families took on the bulk of the 
decorating.

4. This was the second year for five Christmas trees in the sanctuary with the Nativity 
scene on the left side of the altar.

iv. The singing of the petitions was nice.
v. Having Fr. Simon Peter back in time for Advent was great.
vi. Fr Matt Feist’s preaching was very good.
vii. The singing of O Come, O Come. Emmanuel, the fourth Sunday of Advent was very nice.
viii.Mary liked Ron’s singing of the O Antiphons the week before Christmas.
ix. The booklet Fr. Jim put together for Advent was special. It was great having everyone reading the 

same thing during Advent.
E. Christmas

i. Helen said when she walked into church on Christmas the beauty took her breath away.
ii. Yuki attended the 3:00pm Mass and the music and musicians were awesome. Silent Night with 

everyone singing together was very special.
iii. Rick thinks the decorations, music and peaching all came together.
iv. Helen liked the addition of the 9:00pm Mass on Christmas Eve.
v. Rick thanked Fr. Jim for adding the additional Masses for a total of seven Masses.

1. The 5:30pm Christmas Eve Mass was the most attended with 720 people. It was 
the only one using the overflow seating.

2. Total attendance of all the Masses was 2,500.
3. A large number of people viewed the Masses online.
4. The RSVPs were helpful for planning. The 3:00pm was maxed out on RSVPs, but 

there were 250 no shows so everyone was able to be in the church.
b. The 8:00am Mass had more attend than had RSVP’d.



vi. Outdoor Nativity helped Noel feel a part of Christmas at St. Max. 
vii. Lisa likes the figures of the Holy Family that are still in front of the altar. They will be displayed until 

after the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord.
1. Under the old Church calendar the Christmas cycle(not the Christmas season) 

lasted until the Presentation of the Lord.
viii.Mary Ella needs more people to help with next year’s Christmas decorating. It is a lot of work and 

more help is needed.
F. Tim asked if we could send out word on the March for Life online on January 29th

1. Archbishop Schnurr is having a Mass on Thursday night before the March for Life.
2. Sarah Merkel is responsible for the Facebook posts.

G. WSC Charter 
i. Mary Ella’s suggestions

1. Missing in the first paragraph is the element of creating opportunities for 
encountering Christ.

2. Fine tweak some of the language in the charter.
3. Bottom of the first page under Qualities of Members – people who go to Mass and 

a desire to grow in the knowledge of the liturgy.
4. Do we need 12 WSC members?

ii. Mike asked if under Qualities of Members, at the top of page two, if parishioners should be at St. 
Max for a couple of years as a qualification for WSC members?

iii. Discussion was held on the best way to review the charter. It was decided that everyone should 
print it out and review it before the next meeting. The majority of the February meeting will be 
devoted to reviewing the charter.

iv. The charter should be reviewed  once a year.
V. Views from the Pews – Feedback from parishioners

A. Tim  had a couple of people mention they appreciate the 6:30am Mass on Sundays.
B. Mike finds the 6:30am Mass very helpful. We will not always have the number of priests we have now and 

will have to drop the Sunday 6:30am Mass at some point.
C. The music is very well done and people appreciate the music.
D. Yuki had someone, who does not attend Mass at St. Max regularly, mention they could not believe we 

distribute Holy Communion on the tongue.
E. Yuki once again mentioned the problem with the smell of hand sanitizer or cologne on the hands of EMHC.
F. We are doing the best we can under the current circumstances.
G. Tim appreciated the prayer for newly engaged couples which happens three or four times a year for those 

in wedding prep.
H. No news from the Archdiocese on the dispensation from Mass. 

VI. Lenten Schedule
A. The Right of Election has been moved to the parishes this year, and will occur at St. Max on February 21st 

at the 10:00am Mass.
B. Stations of the Cross will be on Fridays again this year. A special Children's Way of the Cross will be on the 

last Friday of Lent.
i. People will be encouraged to be mindful of their distance to each other during the Stations.
ii. Mary Ella must think it through and is hoping people will come up with their own plan. She does not 

like to mandate how people pray.
C. No communal penance service this year, but additional confession times will be offered.
D. St Joseph Feast Day on March 19th will be celebrated at the 8:30am Mass and an additional evening Mass.
E. Lenten Hour of Reflection will be on March 28th.
F. Exposition on the Mondays of Lent.
G. Triduum will once again be celebrated with Adoration on Thursday night in the gym after the Mass of the 

Lord’s Supper, Night Prayer, Morning Prayer, and Good Friday liturgy.
H. Ash Wednesday

i. We will follow the guidelines from the Vatican and the Archdiocese.  
ii. Ashes will be sprinkled on the top of heads of those coming forward.
iii. Priest will say the formula for distributing the ashes once to everyone present, rather than to each 

person.
iv. Mary Ella will educate the parish on the procedure over the next couple of weeks.
v. This procedure has been practiced in Italy and the Eastern Rite.
vi. Masses will be at 6:30am, 8:30am, Noon, and 7:30pm.
vii.Other churches may do their own thing with ashes on the forehead.
viii.Ashes can not be self imposed. They must be given by a minister.

I. Mary Ella is praying that we can distribute palms this year on Palm Sunday.



J. Fish Fry will be takeout only with a drive-thru.
i. How will this affect attendance at the Stations of the Cross?

VII. No Formation due to the length of the meeting. 

VIII. Closing Prayer – Rick Volk

IX. Meeting adjourned at 8:41 PM

Respectfully Submitted, 

John Stengel, Ex Officio (Secretary)

Thank you Helen Romes for taking notes for the first fifteen minutes of the meeting. 


